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Bail fail as crooks treat soft justice with contempt 


VANESSA MARSH 

HARDCORE criminals and those 
accused of serious crimes are being 
allowed to laugh in the face of our 
justice system — with an extraordinary 
rise in the number of menaces com- 
mitting crimes while on bail. 

Almost three crooks breach bail 
every hour, and bail offences have 
more than doubled since 2006 to 
24,555 in 2016, a shock study obtained 
by The Courier-Mail reveals. Of those, 


more than 85 per cent avoided jail. 
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Even top defence lawyers admit the 
system needs fixing and many offend- 
ers toss their bail form on the footpath 
when they leave police stations. 

“These drunken lunatics get out of 
the watch-house and just throw them 
away,’ Queensland Law Society 
spokesman Bill Potts said. 

“This (report) is a very detailed 
snapshot of a system that is in need of 
significant repair.” REPORT P7 


